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FIREARMS SAFETY-YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

SAFETY MUST BE THE FIRST AND CONSTANT
CONSIDERATION OF EVERY PERSON WHO
HANDLES FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION.

This Instruction Manual is designed to assist you in learning how Lo use and care
for vour RUGER® WINI-1-4%2 RIFLE properly. Please contlact us if you have
any questions about if.

Only when vou are certain vou fully understand Lthe Manual and can properly
carry oul its instructions should you practice loading, etc. wath live ammunilion.
Tf you have any doubts about your ability to handle or use a particular type of
gun safely, then vou should seek supervised instruction. Such personalized
instruction is often available from gun dealers, gun clubs or police departments,
If none of these sources can help vou, write to the National Rifle Association,
11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-7400. They will assisl vou.

The person possessing a gun has a full-time job. You cannot guess; you cannot
forgel. You must know how to use your [irearm safely. Do not use any firearm
without having a complete understanding of its particular characteristics and
safe use.

Remember: There is no such thing as a foolproof gun.
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OTHER CAUTIONS AND WARNINGS APPEAR
THROUGHOUT THE MANUAL.

FIREARMS ARE DANGEROUS WEAPONS—

READ THE INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS
IN THIS MANUAL THOROUGHLY AND
CAREFULLY BEFORE USING.

AWARN!NG—ALTERATIONS

This product was designed to
function properly in its original
condition. Alterations can make it
unsafe. Do not alter any part or add
or substitute parts or accessories
not made by Sturm, Ruger & Co, Inc.

|| [Dﬂ NOT ALTER ANY GUN

GENERAL INFORMATION
AND MECHANICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The RUGER® MINI-11* RIFLE is a gas operated, box magazine fed,
autoloading rifle. It is simple. reliable, and consists of a relabively few rugged
components. The mechanism employs the Ruger fixed piston/'moving cylinder
gas system in conjunction with a simplified Garand-type rotating bolt. The
Mini-14 Rifle can be field stripped for cleaning to its basic subassemblies in
seconds without the use of teols,

Music wire coil springs are used throughout the mechanism. The safely, located
in front of Lthe trigger guard, blocks hoth the hammer and sear and permits the
slide Lo be cycled with the safety “ON". A bolt lock mechanism is provided for
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convenience in holding the holt open for loading and inspection. The firing pin
is retracted mechanically as the bolt starts (o unlock and the nfle wall lire only
when the bolt is locked. The one-piece American hardwood stock is reinforced
with steel liners in stressed and hiph temperature areas. The “All-Weather”
model [eatures a synthelic stock and stainless steel conlruction.

NOMENCLATURE

BOLT LOCK PLUNGER

BOLT SLIDE HANDLE

. T —— MAGAZINE LATCH

HOWN “ON" STOCK
rriaER \SAFEF‘-"E OWN "0

TRIGGER GUARD

Figure 1. In this illustration the frequently used operaling components are identified. Note
thal the safety is rearward of the trigger guard and is therefore in ats “0ON" (safe} posibion.

OPERATION OF SAFETY

The manual safety mechanism is located forward of the trigger for convenient
operation and is “ON" when in its fully rearward position intruding into the
trigger guard. {See Fig. 2) The safety can be moved to “0N” (extreme rearward
position) only when the hammer is cocked. When the safety is “ON", it blocks
hoth the hammer and sear. The safety should always he placed “ON” belore
loading or unloading the rifle and should be kept “0ON" at all times except when
actually firing.

A\ WARNING -MANUAL SAFETY

Keep the safety on unless actually firing.
Always move the safety fully to its intended
position and check ik, The safety 15 ool “0NT

unless it is completely “ON". Never depend on
a safety mechanism or any other mechamical
device to justify careless handling or
permitting the rifle to point in an unsafe
direction. The only “safe™ rifle is one in which
the bolt is open. the chamber is empty, and
there is o magazine in the gurn.

KNOW HOW TO USE THE SAFETY

SAFETY “OFF”
(ready to fire)

SAFETY “ON"

Figure 2.

THE BOLT LOCK

The Mini-14 Rifle is designed so that the bolt remains open after the last shot has

been fired, provided there is a magazine in the rifle. When the magazine is
empty, the magazine follower actuates the bolt lock which is designed to retain

the bolt and slide in their rearward position.

WARNING: The holt lock is not a safety device. It should not be used to hold the

bolt back when there are cartridges in the magazine. A slight jar to the butt end
of the rifle will cause the bolt lock to disengage and to feed a cartridge into the

chamber,

The bolt lock should be relied on only to hold the bolt in its rearward position
when the chamber is empty and an empty magazine is in place. The only purpose
of the bolt lock is for convenience in the rapid changing of magazines and for

holding the bolt in its rearward position when the rifle is unloaded for the
purpose of cleaning or inspection.

OPERATION OF BOLT LOCK

To manually engage the bolt lock to keep
the bolt open: (See Figure 3)

1. Pull the slide handle all the way to
the rear.

2. Depress the bolt lock plunger and
allow the slide to move forward
until it stops.

3. Put safety "ON" (push fully
rearward).




To release the slide fwhich allows the Closing The Bolt |

bolt 0 g forvard) keep sy O and |——— A\ WARNING - LEAD EXPOSURE

1. Remove Lhe magazine, draw the
slide handle to the rear and release,
1]

[hsc har]ﬁmr.i, firearms in poorly ventilated
areas, cleaning firearms, or handhng
ammunition may result in exposure to
lead and other substances known to the
state of California to cause birth defects,
reproductive harm, and other serious
phvsical injury. 1lave adequate venfilation
at all times. Wash hands thoroughly after
EXPOSUTE.

2. With an emply magazine in place,
draw the slide handle fully to the
rear and hold it there. Then, while
holding the shide handle, depress
the magazine follower slightly with
the thumb, remove the thumb, and
then allow the slide to go forward, (See Figure 4)

CAUTION: Slide is under heavy spring tension and can injure fingers when it

slams shut,
AMMUNITION

The RUGER® MINI-14® RIFLES are chambered for the 223 Remington MAGAZINES

(3.56mm) C-;'l.l'tl'lldgE. The Mini-14 Rifle is I:lt'.‘EiETiEIj to use either standardized U.5. RIGER® HINI-14% maﬁﬁjoEE are identified t"}" I‘IEI":-'“'IE three vertical
military, or factory loaded sporting (223 (5.36mm) cartridges manufactured in
accordance with LS. industry practice. See “Ammunition Notice” & “Ammunition
Warning”, below,

SHOOTING OR CLEANING GUNS
MAY EXPOSE YOU TO LEAD

creases in the side of the magazine versus one vertical crease in the Ruger Mini
Thirty magazine, The bottom of the Mini-14 magazine s more rectangular than
the generally tapered bottom of the Mini Thirty magazine, and the follower,

visible from the Lop of the magazine, is distinctly more pointed on the Mini
USE ONLY FACTORY AMMUN ITION LOADED Thirty (see illustrations below), DO NOT ATTEMPT TO USE MINI THIRTY
TO U.S. INDUSTRY STANDARDS MACAZINES IN RUGER MINI-14 RIFLES.
WARNING -AMMUNITION Ruger Mini-14 Magazine Ruger Mini Thirty Magazine
5 {Correct) (Incorrect)

Death, seripus injury, and damage For Caliber 223 For Caliber 7.62 x 39mm

3 ammunition, bore obstructions, Ammunition Only Amrnunil'i_rrn‘ll'.‘_ln]}-
powder overloads, or incerrecl Do not use in Mini-14
cartridge components. Even the

strongest gun can be “blown up” as 1

a resull of excess pressure. Always | j"
!
- 1

O

AR

wear shooling glasses and hearing
protectors,

IMPROPER AMMUNITION
DESTROYS GUNS

:

—_—

===

——

==

Bottom Top Side Bollom Top Side

Never attempt ta use 7.62 x 39mm ammunition in Buger Mini-14 rifles, as it will

WE SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE not l:'.h.;:.u_ﬂl:ver correctly and will “jam” the actim.]. As with Aty firearm, always

OR INJURY WHATSOEVER OCCURRING IN CONNECTION WITH, OR wear safety shooting glasses and adequate hearing prolection.

AS THE RESULT OF THE USE IN RUGER FIREARMS OF FAULTY, OR
NON-5TANDARD, OR “REMANUFACTURED"™ OR HAND LOADEND
(RELOADED) AMMUNITION, OR OF CARTRIDGES OTHER THAN

THOSE FOR WHICH THE FIREARM WAS ORIGINALLY CHAMBEREIL.
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LOADING THE MAGAZINE

Use only clean ammunition of the proper caliber manufactured to 11 5. Industry
specifications, in good condition. (See Notice and Warnings in other sections of
this manual perlaining to Ammunition).

To load the magazine, align each cartridge with the bullet forward (pointing
toward the hole in the front of the magazine body) and push downward until the
cartridge snaps into place. Do not attempt to load more than the designated
number of cartridges for which the magazine has been designed. RUGER®
MiINI-14%® RIFLES are sold with 5 round Ruger magazines.

The RUGER® MINI-14%® magazine is nof interchangeable with the Ruger
Mini Thirty magazines. Do not use non-Ruger magazines -- they may cause
malfunctions.

DAMAGED, NON-STANDARD, OR IMPROPERLY
ASSEMBLED MAGAZINES SHOULD NOT BE USED.
THEY CAN CAUSE THE RIFLE TO MALFUNCTION.

INSERTING THE MAGAZINE

See Figure 5. The magazine may be inserted with the bolt either in the closed or
open position (See “Bolt Lock” section p. 3).

1. Hold the magazine at an angle as
shown and insert all the way up
into the magazine well, NOTE: °
There is a hole in the top-front -
portion of the magazine that =
mates with a stud on the inside of
the receiver.

2. Pull the bottom of the magazine
toward the trigger guard until the
magazine latch al the rear of the
magarine well engages. Check to
he sure that the magazine is
securely latched into place.

REMOVING THE MAGAZINE

To remove the magazine, simply push the magazine latch forward until the rear
end of the magazine drops oul of the magazine well. The magazine can then be
withdrawn from the rifle. To minimize the possibility of damage and malfunc-
tions, do not let the magazine drop to the ground (See Figure 6, p. 18),

TO LOAD AND FIRE (WITH MAGAZINE)

Practice this important aspect of gun handling (with an unloaded rifle) until you
can perform each of the steps - described below - with skill and confidence. But
before vou do anything with the rifle, please first read completely through this
manual. This procedure begins with an empty rifle with its magazine out.

1. Be cerlain the muzzle is pointing in a safe direction. (See Rule 2, p. 35).

2. Before inserting loaded magazine, engage the bolt lock so the bolt is held
open. Check the chamber to be certain it is empty. MOVE THE SAFETY TO
THE “0N" POSITION. {See Figure 3, p. 5).

3. Load a magazine with the desired number of cartridges.
4, Insert the loaded magazine into the magazine well, and immediately...

5. Draw the slide handle all the way to the rear and release it, allowing the slide
to snap forward under full spring force. A cartridge will be stripped from the
magazine and chambered by the motion of the bolt.

WARNING: If cartridges do not feed smoothly from the magazine into the
chamber fhen do nof use the rifle uniil the problem s corrected. (See
“Malfunction Warning™ p. 17)

6. The rifle is now cocked and a loaded cartridge is chambered. Visually check to
be certain the safety 15 in the “0ON" position.

7. When vou are ready Lo fire the rifle. move the safety to the “OFF" position.

WARNING: D) NOT TOUCH THE TRIGGER UNTIL YOU ARE ACTUALLY
READY TO FIRE. KEEF THE SAFETY “ON" UNLESS ACTUALLY FIRING.

8. The rifle will fire one shot each time the trigger is pulled until the magazine is
empty. Some of the gas produced by the combustion of the powder is used to
push the slide and bolt to the rear, which extracts and ejects the fired cartridge
case, recocks the gun, and reloads a new cartridge from the magazine into the
firing chamber.

A\ WARNING -FIRING

The bolt automablically opens
and shuts quickly while firing.
Keep face amad hands away from
it. Hot brass and powder gas 15
gjected quickly and can burn
vou. The rifle should be fired
from the nght shoulder.
Mways wear shooting glasses
and hearning protectors.

BOLT OPENS FAST-
HOT BRASS EJECTED




9, Immediately following the firing of a shol, and if a subsequent shot is not to
be fired al once, put the safety “ON" while the rifle is still pointing in a safe
direction down range. The safety should be moved to the “ON" position as
soon as [iring is completed, and it should be “ON" at all times except when
the rifle is on target and being fired.

A\ WARNING — SUSTAINED FIRING

The Mini-14 rifle fires from a
cloged boll. Suslained Dmng can
create excessive heat in the barrel
and can cawse “cook-off of
ammunition (heat-firing of the
carlndge in the chambery. Tins
"cook-off” can occur a substantial
pericad of bme afler imng has
ceased. Alwavs unload the firearm
immediately after vou have
Ninished shooting.

10. When the last cartridge in the magazine has been fired, the bolt lock will
automatically engage and hold the bolt and slide in the rearward, open
position. CAUTION: Autoloading firearms have reciprocating bolts and slides,
Do not position your fingers or face so these components can strike you
when the gun is fired.

AR |
A\ WARNING_HANDLING

IRIRIR

HOT BARREL CAN
“COOK-OFF” (FIRE)
CARTRIDGE IN CHAMBER

If dropped or

struck with the TO LOAD AND FIRE (WITHOUT MAGAZINE)
safety “off”, the
rifle may fire. The rifle can be used as a single shot rifle in the absence of 2 magazine or for

] safety or Lraining purposes, To do so, follow step 1, p. 9. Then, manually load a
Keep chamber cartridge into the chamber, and follow steps 5 and 6 p. 9. disregarding the
Em]‘.lt}? unless magazine. Note that the bolt will not automatically lock open afler Lhe carlridge
actuall}’ ﬁring! i5 fired and automatically ejected. Engage the safety between shots,
Keep safety “on”

unless actually

firing! A\ WARNING - UNLOADING

5o that the nifle can be wused as a single loader, it

will fire whether or not a magazine is in the gun

~ ANY GUN

if 2 cartridge is chambered. Removing magazine
does not unload rifle! To unload, first vemaonve
MAY FIRE IF magazine, then pull bolt to rear, eject chambered
DROPPED cartrdge, and visually inspecl chambser. The

safiely should always be in the “on” (safel postlion
when loading or unloading the nfle.

GUN WILL FIRE WITH
MAGAZINE OUT

TO UNLOAD

WARNING: This sequence must be followed exactly as spelled nut. Failure to do
g0 can result in the rifle's chamber becoming unintentionally loaded with a
cartridge!

1. Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction at all times and keep the fingers
outside the tngger guard. Move the safety to the “0ON" position.
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2. Remove the magazine. REMEMBER that even though the magazine has heen
remaved, a cartridge remaining in the chamber can still be fired’

3. Pull the slide handle all the way to the rear, extracting and ejecting the
cartridge in the chamber. When the bolt is fully retracted, push down on the
bolt lock plunger and then allow the slide to move forward until it comes to
rest against the bolt stop.

4. Always visually double check the chamber to be certain it is emply.

5. The only “safe” rifle is one in which the bolt is open and the chamber and
magazine are empky.

CORRECT UNLOADING SEQUENCE \

12

TO RELOAD THE RIFLE

1. Firing all cartridges in the magazine and the chamber will cause the bolt to
automatically lock open. Keep the rifle pointed in a safe direction. Put the
safety “0ON". Reloading can be accomplished by pressing forward on the
magazine latch with the thumb or forefinger. The magazine will fall free of the
rifle of its own weight. To avoid the possibility of damage to the magazine, do
not let it fall to the ground unless rapid reloading is absolutely necessary,

2, Insert a loaded magazine. WARNING: The bolt stop is held in place bv a spring
detent. Therefore, when there is a lvaded magazine in place and the rifle 15
jarred, the bolt can fly forward and chamber a cartridge.

3. Release the boltl to move forward by pulling the slide handle fully to the rear
and release the slide. A cartridge will be chambered when the bolt shuts.
WARNING: The rifle is ready for instant use once the bolt moves forward. If
the rifle is not to be fired immediately, keep the safety “ON". When you are
ready to fire immediately, take the safety “OFF” and resume firing, putting the
safety back “ON" whenever you cease firing, even for a moment.

TO EXTRACT AND
EJECT A CHAMBERED CARTRIDGE

When the rifle is fired, the same gas pressure that drives the bullet forward acts
through the gas port to push the slide and bolt to the rear. This action causes
extraction and ejection of the fired cartridge case. If a cartridge fails to fire or if
the shooter wishes to eject the chambered cartridge manually, follow the
procedure “To Unload” step 3, p. 12. When the slide handle is operated there can
be a failure to extract the cartridge from the chamber, or a failure to eject the
cartridge clear of the rifle. These failures usually are the result of the slide handle
not being pulled rearward vigorously. From the foregoing, it is clear that the gun
user must:

1. Always visuallv check the chamber and the breech-face ¢ eningt the slide
to eject a chambered cartridge. If the slide is not vigorously retracted, the
extracted cartridge can be “ejected” into the magazine area or remain held to
the breech-face by the extractor.

2_ Thoroughly clean the chamber and the extractor as often as necessary,

If an empty magazine is in the rifle when the slide handle is being retracted Lo
extract a cartridge, the cartridge may drop on fop of the magazine or remain
held to the hreech-face by the extractor. Then, when the slide goes forward, the
cartridge will be chambered again! REMEMBER -- always remove the magazine
before clearing the chamber, and visually check to ensure that no cartridges
remain in the gun.

TO REMOVE A BORE OBSTRUCTION

Rifles like the Mini-14 Rifle which are chambered for small caliber, high velocity
cartridges, are particularly susceptible to damage from [iring when the bore is
obstructed. Excess oil, grease, water, or raindrops may form an obstruction
which could cause damage and injury. If you suspect that your rifle may have
excess oil, grease or cosmoline in the barrel, or if it may have been exposed to
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humid conditions which could cause condensation, or Lo rain or snow which
might have entered the bore, open the bolt and clean out the barrel. Inspect the
bore visually to he sure that it is perfectly clear (See “Ammunition Warning™ p. 6
and “Care and Cleaning” section p. 24)

F_ — —

A WARNING —BORE OBSTRUCTIONS

I Before loading or shooting the Mini-14 nifle. be
certain the bore is unobstructed. Firing the nifle
with arty obstruction i the bore may resull m
semere durnage fo the rifle and sevious ijury o

the shooler arnd ofher persons nedrby.
A MISFIRE or unusual report (sound) upon fring
is always a signal Lo cease firing rmmediately and
after waiting for nme minute. examine the
chamber and bore of the lrearm. It is not
suffictent o retvact the shide handle and examine
the chamber. You must remove the magazine,
clear the chamber, lock the bolt open and inspect
‘ the hore visually - and with a rod if necessary - Lo
be certain it is completely clear of any
I ohstruction, Failure tn delect and correctly
rermnove a bore obstruchon can result in serious
mjury o the shooter and bystanders, and damage
to the frearm

DO NOT “SHOOT OUT”
A BORE OBSTRUCTION

A gun user should recognize that a lodged bullet is a fairly common form of bore
phstruction. Therefore the following information on how a bullet may become
lodged in the bore, and how it should be removed, deserves most careful reading
and heeding!

1. When firing, a bullet may become lodged in the bore if the cartridge contains
no powder, or the powder fails to ignite and only the primer charge ignites,
producing insufficient force to propel the bullet oul of the bore.

2. A hullet may also become lodged in the bore when extracting a cartridge from
the chamber (unloading). If the bullet is not crimped tightly enough in the
cartridge case, the bullet may stick in the bore, with only the case being
extracted.

Experience indicates that the two conditions described above occur most
irequently with reloaded ammunition,

When either of the above described (1 or 2) situations occurs, proceed as follows
with the rifle poiniing in a safe direction:

a)l If the rifle is cocked, move the safety to the “ON” position.

by Remove the magazine from the rifle.
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¢l Retract the slide handle and lock it in the open position by pressing in the
bolt lock plunger in the top of the receiver. Retracting the slide handle
should remove the cartridge case. Be certain Lhe safety is in the “0ON"
posiLIon.

d} Check the chamber to be certain there is no cartridge case in it -- if there
is, extract it before proceeding with steps (e) and (f).

) After making sure that Lhe rifle is unloaded, inspect the bore from the
muzzle end of the barrel. If the bore is obstructed, insert a proper size
cleaning rod (without a tip or brush) into the hore from the muzzle and
dislodge and remove the bullet. If the bullet does not readily dislodge, it
may be necessary to lightly tap the handle end of the cleaning rod. If such
efforts fail to dislodge the bullet, take the rifle to a gunsmith. DO NOT
ATTEMPT TO REMOVE A LODGED BULLET USING A BLANK
CARTRIDGE, OR A CARTRIDGE FROM WHIICH THE BULLET HAS BEEN
REMOVED, OR BY ANY MEANS OTHER THAN THE USE OF THE
PROPER SIZE CLEANING ROD AND REASONABLE FORCE APPLIED TO
THE ROD. BE CERTAIN ALL LOOSE POWDER HAS BEEN REMOVED
FROM THE BORE AND ACTION BEFORE INTRODUCING THE ROD INTO
THE BORE. NEVER TRY T SHOOT OUT A BORE OBSTRUCTION! See
“Bore Obstruction Warning”, p. 14,

fi Reinspect the bore Lo be certain it is free of unburned powder particles or
any other debris. Al the same time clean the magazine, the magazine well,
and other areas of the mechanism of unburned powder grains.

It is absolutely essential that steps (a) through (f) be followed if there is any
suspicion that a bullet has been lodged in the hore because of the siluations
described in 1 or 2 above. Remember that a bullet can be lodged in the bore
of a rifle just where the rifling begins, and a live cartridge can still be
chambered and the bolt closed and locked. This can occur because the bullet
in the chambered cartridge is pushed back into the cartridge case far enough
to give the shooter the impression that the loaded cartridge has chambered
normally.

Abwavs check the bore for an obstruction if vou experience difficulty in
chamhering a cartridge, experience a failure to extract, have a mstire. or the
rifle does not make a normal lvud report on firing.

RELOADERS SHOULD USE ONLY CANNELURED BULLETS AND BE SURE TO
CRIMP THEM SECURELY IN THE CARTRIDGE CASE. NOTE: Sturm, Ruger &
Co. specifically does not recommend the use of reloaded, hand-loaded or
remanufactured carlridges, Please see "Ammunition Notice™ p. 8.

TO CLEAR A MALFUNCTION (“JAM”)

Before “doing something”, study the situation to determine the nature of the
jam and how best to clear it. Any autoloading firearm may occasionally
malfunction. If it does:

1. Be certain the muzzle is pointed in a safe divection and the safety is “0ON".
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?_When attempling to free a jammed cartridge, do not use any type of tool that
is likely Lo act as a “firing pin"” and discharge the cartridge should the tool
impact on the primer. Never use a cartridge as a “tool™.

1. After clearing a jam, inspect Lthe gun mechanism to determine if dirt or debnis
might be the cause of the problem. Excess lubnicant or grease can cause
cartridges to feed sluggishly. An accumulation of grease, dirt or powder grains
in the magazine can contribute to cartridge feeding problems.

4. After clearing a jarn, inspect all cartridges that have been removed from the
gun. Safely dispose of any cartridges which are dented or nicked or have
bullets that are loose or improperly positioned in the cartridge case.

5. If it appears that the gun and magazine are not at fault and that the jam was
caused by the type of cartridge being used, then try another type.

6. If the abave procedures do not result in a smooth and reliable feeding firearm,
don't use the gun until it feeds cartridges smoothly and reliably. The nifle
should be returned directly to our Newport Product Service Department for
repair. See the “Service and Parts” section p. 27, for packing and shipping
information,

Another precaution: Form the habit of examining fired cartridge cases from time
Lo time. If fired cases have bulged heads or show splits on any part of the case,
stop using that ammunition and return the rifle to the factory for inspection.
(See pages 27 - 28)

7.1f a cartridge or shell is caught between the holt and receiver, put the safety
“0N", retract the slide, and lock it in the open position. Remove the magazine;
then remove the jammed case.

8. If a fired case is in the chamber, use a cleaning rod to knock it oul.

9, If an unfired cartridge is stuck in the chamber, remove it from the breech-end
rather than trving to dislodge it with a cleaning rod inserted from the muzzle.
Use a piece of 3/16” brass rod which has one end shaped like a screwdriver tip.
Insert the tip in the extractor groove of the cartridge, use the face of the
receiver ring as a fulcrum and carefully pry out the cartridge. Be careful not to
strike the primer area of the live cartridge! Vigorously brush-clean the
chamber with solvent after clearing any jam involving the chamber.

TO MINIMIZE MALFUNCTIONS (“JAMS”)

Autoloading firearms of all makes and types occasionally malfunction when a
cartridge fails to feed from the magazine to the chamber, or when a cartndge {or
fired case) fails to properly extract and eject.

To minimize the possibility of such vccurrences the gun user should:

1. Use ammunition of the correct caliber and lype which is loaded to Industry
Specifications. Avoid reloads, remanufactured cartridges, and cartridges that
are dirty, corroded, or deformed. {See “Ammunition Warning”, p. 6)

2_Clean and lubricate the gun in accordance with the instructions in this
manual.
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3. If the mechanism shows signs of not functioning correctly. or if a part is
damaged or broken -- don'l use the gun. Have it inspected, and repaired, (See
“Malfunction Warning™ below)

4. Use only genuine Ruger® Mini-14 magazines and carefully load the magazine.
Do nol exceed the stated magazine capacity. (5ee “Loading Magazine”, p. &)

5. Do not ‘ride’ the slide handle when chambering a cartridge from the
magazine. The slide should be drawn fully to the rear and then be permitted to
snap forward under the full force of the recoil spring. If a cartridge does not
fully chamber, do not ‘pound” on the slide handle to force the bolt closed.
Rather, retract the slide, eject the cartridge and determine the cause of the
problem. {See “Bore Obstructions Warming™ p. 14)

6. To minimize the probability of an unfired cartridge heing jammed should it
‘fall back’ onto the magazine, remove the magazine before retracting the slide.
When extracting an unfired cartridge. tip the right side of the rifle towards the
ground so that gravity will assist the cartridge to fall clear of the magazine
well. Ahways retract the slide briskly whenever extracting a live cartridge. Take
care to see that a cartridge is not forcibly ¢jected against a surface where the
primer might be set off.

Alterations to the rifle or use of non-Ruger magazines and accessories may cause
malfunctions. See “Alleration Warning” on page 3. If the above procedures do
not result in a smooth and reliable feeding firearm, don't use the gun. The nifle
can be returned directly to our Newport, New Hampshire Product Service
Department for repair. See the Service and Parts Policy section, page 27, of this
manual for packing and shipping information.

A WARNING —=MALFUNCTIONS

A cartridge can be “discharged” before il 15
chambered of ils pramer recerves a sharp blow, 17 a
cartridge hangs up, jams, or binds when being
chambered or when being fed from the magazine
into the chamber, do nob atternpt to fovce it intn
the ¢hamber by pushing nr striking the holt. Aoy
jam or feeding problem iz a signal o immediately
stop using the gun unbil it can be determined
whal 1= wrong, Most falures of a cartridge to feed
or Lo chamber are caused by a damaged magazine,
improper gun handling, or defective ammunition.
Whatever the cause, cartridge jams can result in
the potentially dangerous situation of a cartridge
discharging hefore it is chambered. If this occurs,
the cartridge case will ruplure end ils lragmienls
will v vl of the gun with sullicient force Lo
cause irjury, Always wear shooting glasses and
hearing protectars! Keep face away from chamber!

STRIKING RIM OR PRIMER
CAN BURST CARTRIDGE
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WARNING —-DISASSEMBLY

Always unload a firearm
before cleaning, lubrication,
disassemnbly or assembly.

UNLOAD BEFORE
CLEANING

J. Use a 1/4” diameter steel rod,
punch, screwdriver shank, or
other suilable instrument
inserted into the hole in the rear
of the trigger guard as a lever to
spring open the trigger guard
from its latched position
(see Fig. 8).

WARNING: T nnof use a cartridge to unlatch the trigger guard because of the
danger of lonsening the bullet in the cartnidge case (See Warnungs in “Ammunition”

section, n. f).

DISASSEMBLY
Be Sure Rifle 1s Unloaded!

Although The Mini-14 Rifle can be disassembled, reassembled, and cleaned in
almost any surrounding, it is preferrable to carry out these procedures on a

workbench or table which has a covered top. A piece of shallow nap rug or an
old blanket is an ideal covering. Such a covering keeps the rifle from slipping

and being scratched.

1. With the rifle pointing in a sale
direction, safety “0ON", remove the
magazine by pushing catch
forward to release magazine,
while drawing magazine down
and forward (See Fig. 6).

Figure &

Figure 7

2, Pull the slide handle all the way
to the rear and release, Make
sure safety is “ON" (See Fig. V).
NOTE: Hammer must be cocked
and safety must be “0ON" [0
accamplish disassemnbly and
reassemhblv. Again, be sure
chamber 15 emplty!

Figure 9

4. Invert rifle and remove trigger
housing assembly by carefully
pulling it upward (5ee Fig. 9). Be
careful not to damage stock when
removing or replacing the trigger
housing assembly,

w1

. Remowe barrelreceiver assermnbly
from stock by swinging rear end
away from action slightly, then
pull stock out of engagement
with gas hlock (5ee Fig. 10].

Figure 10

Figure 11a

. Remove guide rod and recoil
spring (See Figs, 11a and 11b).

CALTION: The recoil spring is
Reavily compressed — use eye
prafection and care when
dizassembling and reassembling
fo prevend the guide vod and
spring from escaping forcibly
ard possibly causing mjury.



